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Performance Note

Sforzandos should be treated as intensified accents that do not cancel out 
the previous dynamic. However, they do not have to be “contextual”—even 
sforzandos that occur during a soft dynamic can be rather violent. 

Breath marks denote a very brief pause, less than a beat.

Staccato accents at the end of a tie indicate throwing the bow off the 
string. Let vibrate afterwards.

Program Note

Both movements of Menagerie of Insect Societies examine the fascinating 
(and at times oppressive) ways that insects (and humans) organize their 
social structures. 

Formicidae (ants) are the only animals besides humans to go to war by the 
thousands. They can also efficiently explore an area through emergent 
behavior, or a set of simple instructions for each ant that result in a 
complex pattern for the whole. Reflecting the rigidity of their hierarchy, 
their movement is a military march in sonata form based on the chromatic 
scale. After their final battle, a mortally wounded ant cries for peace.

Cicadoidea (cicadas) emerge from their underground burrows in massive 
broods every 13 or 17 years, singing their cacophonous mating call, before 
vanishing as quickly as they arrived. This movement roughly mimics their 
call and the motion of their broods in flight, depicting the homogeneity of 
their society via the octatonic scale and many moments of rhythmic 
unison and close canons.
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